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3rd NCI Tumor Microenvironment Network 
Junior Investigators Meeting 

June 4-6, 2012 
 

New York Marriott at the Brooklyn Bridge 
333 Adams Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11201 
888-436-3759 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
Date & Time    
Monday, June 4     

 
1:00-2:00  Registration  
 
2:00-2:30  Introductions:  Brian Ruffell (UCSF/OHSU) and Valerie LeBleu (Harvard), 
                     Meeting Co-Chairs 

 
Opening remarks:  Suresh Mohla (Associate Director, Division of Cancer 

          Biology, NCI) 
 
2:30-4:30  “Speed Science”  

(2 min talk, 1 slide per speaker) 
   Moderators:  Valerie LeBleu/Brian Ruffell 

Speakers:  Junior Investigator Attendees (in alphabetical order by last name) 
      

4:30-5:00  Break  
 
5:00-6:00 Session I:  Roles of Bone Marrow-derived Stroma and Immune Cells in the 

Tumor Microenvironment 
 
 Keynote speaker: Jeffrey Pollard (Einstein)  

(45 min talk, 15 min Q&A) 
Title:  Monocyte and Macrophage Diversity Promotes Tumor Progression 
            and Metastasis 
 

6:00-7:00  Hot Topics Session 1 
(7 min talk, 3 min Q&A per speaker)  
Marcus Ruscetti 
Brian Ruffell 
Esther Arwert 
John Miller 
Jordan Krall 

 
7:15   Dinner - Attendees will dine together at local restaurant 

http://tmen.nci.nih.gov/
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Date & Time    
Tuesday, June 5 

 
8:00-9:00  Registration  
 
9:00-10:00 Session II:  Extracellular Matrix Remodeling 
  

Keynote speaker:  Valerie Weaver (UCSF) 
(45 min talk, 15 min Q&A) 
Title:  Forcing Tumor Progression 

 
10:00-10:30  Break  
 
10:30-11:30  Hot Topics Session 2 

(7 min talk, 3 min Q&A per speaker) 
   Alisha Mendonsa 
   Sushil Kumar 
   Ying Su 
   Peiman Habibollahi 
   Kan Lu 
 
11:45-3:00 Group activity (picnic in the Brooklyn Bridge Park) and photograph 
       
3:00-4:00 Session III:  CAFs Heterogeneity and Functions in the Tumor Microenvironment  
  

Keynote speaker:  Raghu Kalluri (Harvard) 
(45 min talk, 15 min Q&A) 
Title:  Is Tumor Stroma All Bad? 
  

4:00-5:00  Hot Topics Session 3 
(7 min talk, 3 min Q&A per speaker)  

  Monika Verma 
  Dan Worthley 
  Manisha Tripathi 
   Steve Ressler 
   Philip Owens 
 
5:00-5:30  Break  
 
5:30-7:00  Discussion Session – Publishing in a High Impact Journal 
    

Speakers:  Randy Levinson and Victoria Aranda (Nature Medicine)  
  (Discussion, Q&A) 
 
7:15  Dinner – Attendees will dine together at local restaurant 
 
Date & Time     
Wednesday, June 6       
 
8:00-9:00  Registration  
 
9:00-10:00 Session IV:  Tumor Metabolism 
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Keynote speaker:  Craig Thompson (MSKCC)  
(45 min talk, 15 min Q&A) 
Title:  Does Tumor Metabolism Affect the Stromal Cell Response? 

 
10:00-10:30  Break and hotel check out 
 
10:30-11:10  Hot Topics Session 4 

(7 min talk, 3 min Q&A per speaker)  
Alexander Pietras 
Valerie LeBleu 
Tasnim Aara 
Vasilena Gocheva 

 
11:15-12:00  NCI Grants for Junior Investigators 
    
   Speaker:  Nancy C. Lohrey (NCI, Cancer Training Branch Center for Cancer Training) 

(25 min talk, 20 min Q&A) 
Title: The Exciting and Competitive NCI K99/R00 and K22 Career Transition 

                                                        Awards:  Know the Rules, Policies, & Review Information to Improve Your 
                                                        Chances of an Award 
 
12:00-12:15 Closing remarks and adjourn 
 
 


